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manner of treating the Slave Trade by sea, but that,
on the contrary, it was one that had been adopted
in the past in various international agreements,
particularly between Great Britain and certain
South American States. Sir Austen Chamberlain
continued:
" His Majesty's Government therefore suggest that
, . . the following paragraph should be inserted, on
the lines of a proposal contained in the Draft Convention
originally submitted by Lord Cecil:
* The Act of conveying slaves on the high seas
shall be deemed as between the high contracting
parties to be the equivalent of an act of piracy and the
public ships of the signatory States shall have the
same rights in relation to vessels and persons engaged
in piracy.' "*
In spite of every effort, however, the League of
Nations, again under the leadership of France, refused
to adopt the British attitude. The importance of
getting the transport of slaves across the high seas
treated as piracy requires, perhaps, some explana-
tion. Ordinarily speaking, a vessel carrying pas-
sengers or cargo across the seas is not liable, at any
rate in peace time, to be challenged by a man-of-war
on suspicion of performing an act contrary to inter-
national law. But piracy is an international crime,
and consequently pirates can be pursued, captured
and punished. If, therefore, the civilised States of
the world really desire to observe their bond, and to
1 A. 10.1:936* VI. p. 3.